
Week 18

Old Testament Wisdom



Group Discussion 



What is wisdom? 





Video Lecture 



INTRODUCTION 

The Wisdom Books 

•  Proverbs 
•  Job 
•  Ecclesiastes 
•  Song of Songs 



INTRODUCTION 

Easy verses: 
“A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person 
keeps a secret.” 

            (Prov. 11:13) 
“Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers all wrongs” 

            (Prov. 10:12) 



INTRODUCTION 

Puzzling verses: 
A feast is made for laughter, 

 and wine makes life merry, 

 and money is the answer for everything. 

            Eccl. 10:19 
 



THE PURPOSE OF THE WISDOM BOOKS 

“In other words, in the Wisdom books the tone of voice and 
even the speakers have changed.  The blunt ‘Though shalt’ 
or ‘shalt not’ of the law, and the urgent ‘Thus saith the LORD’ 
of the Prophets, are joined now by the cooler comments of 
the teacher and the often anguished questions of the learner.  
Where the bulk of the Old Testament calls us simply to obey 
and to believe, this part of it [the Wisdom Books]… summons 
us to think hard as well as humbly; to keep our eyes open, to 
use our conscience and our common sense, and not to shik 
the most disturbing questions.” 

            Derek Kidner 



THE PURPOSE OF THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Theological Foundation of Wisdom 
 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” 

            Proverbs 1:7 



THE PURPOSE OF THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Starting with this theological foundation and using the 
salvation story, the wisdom books build a practical theology 
for living faithfully (and wisely) in a complicated world. 



THE BIG PICTURE 

The Basic Approach to Life: Proverbs 
 
•  Presents the rational, ordered norms of life, 
•  The teachings are norms not universals 



THE BIG PICTURE 

Exception #1 
The Suffering of the Righteous: Job 
 
•  The Proverbial approach cannot grasp or understand 

every aspect of life. 
•  Tragedy strikes even the wise and righteous. 
•  In tragedy rely on the Creator 



THE BIG PICTURE 

Exception #2 
The Failure of the Rational Approach to Provide 
Ultimate Meaning: Ecclesiastes 
 
•  An intellectual search for meaning in life. 
•  Numerous exceptions to the ordered, rational universe are 

revealed. 
•  Meaning in life only found through a relationship with God. 



THE BIG PICTURE 

Exception #3 
Irrationality of Romantic Love: Song of Songs 
Celebrates the wild, irrational, mushy and corny aspects of 
true love. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Proverbs 
Step 1: Grasp the text in their town. 

•  Explore the literary context. 
•  Note the structure and basic units of the book. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Proverbs 
Step 2: Measure the width of the river to cross. 

•  Note the agrarian context. 
•  Note references to kings. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Proverbs 
Step 3: Cross the principlizing bridge. 

•  Typically the Proverb is already a general principle. 
•  Remember these are not universal promises. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Proverbs 
Step 4: Consult the biblical map. 

•  Many themes of Proverbs are affirmed in the New 
Testament. 

•  However, the theme of wealth as a blessing from God 
does undergo an alteration. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Proverbs 
Step 5: Grasp the text in our town. 

•  Catch the big picture of being what the text tells us to 
be (i.e. character development). 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Job 

Always remember to situate smaller passages into the 
context of the complete story. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 
1:1-2:10 
Job is afflicted 
 

2:11-37:24 
Job and his friends search unsuccessfully for a rational 
answer. 
 

38:1-42:6 
God answers Job’s accusations. 
 

42:7-17 
Job’s friends rebuked and Job restored 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Job 
Step 1: Grasp the text in their town. 

•  Identify literary context. 
•  Central lessons not seen until 38:1-42:17 
•  Job’s friends are negative characters not to be 

emulated. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Job 
Step 2: Measure the width of the river to cross. 

•  Cannot assume all tragedy is connected to satanic 
involvement. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Job 
Step 3: Cross the principlizing bridge. 

•  The river is narrow and shallow, so the principles are 
fairly straightforward. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Job 
Step 4: Consult the biblical map. 

•  New Testament does not repeat the picture of peace 
and prosperity as a result of righteous living. 

•  New Testament suggest that righteous people glorify 
God by enduring unjust suffering. 



GRASPING THE WISDOM BOOKS 

Job 
Step 5: Grasp the text in our town. 

•  Our focus in grief should not be on “why” but on God 
and his character. 

•  Hurt and suffer with those who experience tragedy. 



BASICS OF THE JOURNEY 



Activity 



Hatred stirs up conflict, 
 but love covers all wrongs. (Prov. 10:12) 
 
The LORD detests dishonest scales, 
 but accurate weights find favor in him. (Prov. 11:1) 
 
One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin. 
 but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 
            (Prov. 18:24) 


